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GEORGIA HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOSTed
Executive Roundtable with ambassador Charles Shapiro

ATLANTA (July 15, 2008) - The Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (GHCC) hosted an executive roundtable to discuss foreign policy, national security, and commercial importance of passing the pending free trade agreements with Colombia and Panama, last Tuesday with Ambassador Charles Shapiro, Senior Coordinator, FTA task force, Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. Department of State. The event took place at the offices of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  
Board Members and staff of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, representatives from the Colombian Chamber of Commerce, and Consul of Colombia, Camilo De Bedout Herrera participated in an open discussion with the Ambassador, who is an Atlanta native.  

“We are grateful to the Business Council for International Understanding (BCIU) and the Department of State for bringing Ambassador Shapiro to us. With this visit, our members and guests had the opportunity to be informed and to inform the process of these important Free Trade Agreements”, said Tisha Tallman, the newly appointed President of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, when welcoming the Ambassador. GHCC Chair and UPS Director of Strategic Account Sales, SE Region Gabriel Vaca stated, “Free Trade Agreements with the US create opportunities for our members and to the US economy.”
During his remarks, Shapiro said, “We need to take advantage of the trade; it is good for the economy because it creates job opportunities.” He also gave an overview of the economic and political status of Colombia which was of principal interest to the participants. “The pending free trade agreement equally important to Colombia as it is for the United States,” Consul Camilo De Bedout Herrera said. He added, “The U.S. economy has to search for additional exporting opportunities; it is the only sector that is currently growing. Here are three countries totaling to a market of 80 million people who are only waiting on approval from congress.” 
The discussion ended with a questions and answer opportunity, in which participants discussed various issues with the Ambassador.  This was the Ambassador’s second visit to the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 
For more information, please contact Joanna Lindsey at 404-929-9998.

###

The Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s mission is to promote and support the domestic and international economic development of Hispanic businesses and individuals, and to serve as a link between non-Hispanic market.
